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English at Eye CE Primary School

Our Aim
At Eye Primary School, our aim for the teaching of English is to provide a rich, immersive, and inspiring curriculum that equips pupils with the necessary skills and knowledge to become confident and proficient communicators, analytical readers, and creative writers. Our intention is to develop a love for language and literature in all our pupils, fostering a deep appreciation for the power of words to express ideas and emotions. We aim to instill in our students a lifelong passion for reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

Our school definition of English
	English helps us learn how to read, write, listen, make meaning and speak in the English language. Through English, we learn about words, sentences, stories, and how to express our thoughts clearly. It helps us to understand and to be understood. 



How we do this
Curriculum Design
Our English curriculum is meticulously designed to ensure progression and coherence across all year groups. We have embedded a comprehensive range of genres and text types, including both classic and contemporary literature, poetry, non-fiction, and drama. Through carefully scaffolded lessons, we engage students in purposeful and challenging activities that cater to individual needs and progress.

Phonics / Spelling and Early Reading
We place a strong emphasis on early reading skills, using systematic synthetic phonics as the primary approach to teach phonemic awareness and decoding via Sounds-Write. Our phonics programme is structured, sequential, and multi-sensory, ensuring all pupils have a solid foundation in literacy from the outset.
Our spelling programme is systematically designed to enhance pupils' understanding of phonics, word patterns, and etymology. We incorporate regular spelling practice into our daily timetable to improve accuracy and expand vocabulary.
Writing Pedagogy
Our approach to writing focuses on both creativity and precision. We encourage pupils to express themselves imaginatively while also developing a keen eye for grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Teachers model high-quality writing, provide regular opportunities for drafting and editing, and celebrate the diverse voices and perspectives of our students.  We use Pathways to Write as a foundation to build our English lessons. 

Whole Class Reading
We implement whole class reading sessions that expose students to a wide range of texts, promoting comprehension skills, vocabulary development, and discussion. Guided by skilled teachers, these sessions cultivate a shared reading experience that fosters a love for literature and enhances critical thinking.  We have embedded an approach outlined by C. Such in ‘The Art and Science of Teaching Primary Reading’. 

Speaking and Listening
Effective communication is at the heart of our curriculum. We promote oracy through structured discussions, debates, presentations, and drama activities, fostering pupils' confidence in articulating their thoughts and opinions with clarity and coherence.

Handwriting
In lower school, we utilise ‘Kinetic Letters’ to develop pupils' handwriting skills. This approach focuses on promoting fluent and legible handwriting in a way that supports fine motor skill development, ensuring clarity and consistency in written work.  We then build on this in KS2, to ensure fluency and legibility of script. 

Assessment and Feedback
Our assessment practices are formative and diagnostic, providing teachers with real-time data to identify gaps and tailor interventions. Regular feedback, both verbal and written, guides students on their next steps for improvement, encouraging reflective learning and sustained progress.

Outcomes
The impact of our English provision is evident in the exceptional outcomes and attitudes of our pupils. Through our rigorous curriculum and high-quality teaching, our pupils exhibit a love for reading that transcends the classroom and a flair for writing. 
Furthermore, the impact of our English curriculum extends beyond academic achievement. Pupils at Eye CE Primary School develop essential communication skills, resilience in writing, and a profound appreciation for the beauty and power of language. They leave our school as confident, articulate, and empathetic individuals, well-equipped to thrive in an ever-evolving society
Alignment with our vision and values / opportunities for developing spirituality

English plays a vital role in aligning with our school’s vision and values, particularly the concept of "living life in all its fullness" as expressed in John 10:10. This vision emphasises the development of the whole child, encouraging them to thrive in every aspect of life — academically, socially, emotionally, and spiritually.

Holistic Development
Through English, our pupils develop critical thinking, creativity, and communication skills. These are not just academic tools, but life skills that empower students to express themselves, understand others, and engage with the world around them. By learning our language, pupils are better equipped to articulate their thoughts, explore ideas, and connect with diverse perspectives, thus living more fully.

Spiritual Growth
English education provides rich opportunities for spiritual development. Through literature, poetry, and storytelling, students encounter themes of morality, empathy, and human experience. Engaging with these texts invites students to reflect on their own beliefs, values, and the world around them, fostering a deeper understanding of themselves and others. Discussions in English class often touch on questions of purpose, ethics, and identity, which are central to spiritual growth.

Cultural Awareness and Inclusivity
English lessons expose students to a wide range of cultures and perspectives. This not only broadens their understanding of the world, but also encourages a sense of respect and  inclusivity — key values in living life fully and in harmony with others. By understanding different cultures and viewpoints, students learn to appreciate the richness of human experience, which aligns with the school's vision of fullness in life.

Empathy and Compassion
Reading and writing activities in English often require students to step into the shoes of others, fostering empathy and compassion. This emotional intelligence is crucial for living a fulfilling life and aligns with the school's Christian value of compassion. 

Expression and Reflection
English gives pupils the tools to express their thoughts, emotions, and beliefs clearly and confidently. This self-expression is a core aspect of personal development and allows pupils to contribute meaningfully to their communities. Additionally, writing can help pupils process their experiences and emotions, aiding in their spiritual and emotional well-being.

Overall, English supports our school’s vision of "living life in all its fullness" by equipping students with the necessary skills for holistic development, fostering spiritual growth, encouraging cultural awareness, and nurturing empathy and compassion. Through English, students learn not only to succeed academically but also to live enriched, thoughtful, and meaningful lives.
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